Repentance – The Beginning of God's Kingdom in us
Pray!
John 10:7 – “I Am the Door” Jesus said! He is a person, and also, He is the one through whom we enter.
When being introduced to the doctrine of Repentance, as mentioned in the previous session, Repentance first happens when the Word of God was preached to you. This, either happened in church through a sound biblical sermon, a book that you read either the Bible or the sound Literature that explains the gospel rightly dividing the Word of God, or a realization you’ve had of your own moral failings that lead you to seek out the God of the Bible. Whichever method God used to bring you to Him, the Word was preached. 
Romans 10:14 ends by stating, “...And how shall they hear without a preacher?”
Who was the first ever preacher of Jesus Christ? 
Where will we find the first ever scripture of the first ever christian ministry the world ever saw AFTER John the Baptist prepared the way? 
Matthew chapter 4. In verse 17 the ministry of Jesus began with Himself!
The greater context of the Gospel of Matthew is: 
· Jesus as King and Righteous Judge. 
· Jesus is fulfiller of all Messianic prophecy with a genealogy leading back to Abraham. Therefore, the NT must start with Matthew as the first Gospel and first book connecting the Old and New Testaments seamlessly. 
Just a glance, Matthew 1 shows the genealogy going back to Abraham showing that God kept His promise from Genesis 12. Matthew 2 tells the Christmas story. Matthew 3 shows the ministry of John the Baptist and his Baptising of Jesus. Matthew 4:1-11 tells of the temptation of Jesus which reminds us of the tests we also must go through before becoming disciples and preachers ourselves of the Gospel, becoming tried and true.
Verse 12 John the Baptist is put in prison. Verse 13-16 shows that Jesus dwelt in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali fulfilling another prophecy of Isaiah, and so Verse 17 His ministry starts.
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
THIS IS THE BEGINNING: In Matthew 4:17, with just one word, this first word which requires a change from it's listeners in order to get into this new place with God. This is what our RESPONSE is to be the first time we encounter Christ. 
Why was “REPENT” the first word of Jesus’ ministry when He came out of the wilderness?
This goes into much deeper reasons as to why the first lesson mentioned everything that it did. 
As a student you know what you saw in the first lesson, but do not know why, until now.
Do note this: when Romans was mentioned, this book was ALWAYS substantiated/ backed up by Isaiah,


when Isaiah was mentioned, this book was ALWAYS substantiated/ backed up by Genesis.
The doctrine of repentance is what makes Christianity unique. That even though God created all of creation. Creation (Genesis) and God are two distinct things – two distinct entities. But creation, through Adam’s sin and rebellion towards God, experienced the Fall. These two entities, God and all creation (including mankind) have been apart ever since. Therefore, now that Jesus has come with intent of restoring all creation (Is 61 and Rom 1), we are to turn away from this world and repent (Luke 13:3). 
Interesting note: To contrast this, Hinduistic and Occultic thought is opposite to this. Both God, or the idea of God and creation are one, thus, making the doctrine of repentance void.
Genesis tells of the creation story in Genesis chapters 1 and 2. Chapter 2 verse 16, man was created, and in chapter 3, Adam and Eve fell. Therefore, because of this, our first encounter with the realization of the existence God is actually a problem. For no one can approach Him as He will not allow His perfection and purity to be contaminated by anything. If He did allow it, He would not be God. God is not a name, it is a title. God is God because of His perfect attributes as we will read in Romans 1:20. But also, because God represents the perfect ideal and standard no man can live up to (Ps 130:1). For human beings have been corrupted, 

Therefore, 
None of us can approach Him based on our own…
 devices / efforts / performance / works /merits – (self-imposed) RELIGION. 
(Ephesians 2:8)
It CANNOT be an anthropomorphic Gospel – a man-centered Gospel. (For e.g. Freemasonry, Islam)
(Gal 1:8)
It MUST be a Christ-Centered Gospel – Jesus at the centre! (Biblical Christianity) 
So what has God done to rescue us from this impossibility? 
We will read of the SOLUTION to the PROBLEM.
Isaiah chapter 1 opens up with God calling Judah to repentance (the tribe through which Jesus would come), however, God does not address only Judah. In Isaiah 1:2a He addresses all creation,
2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth!
For the Lord has spoken:

Isaiah 1:18 God says, 
18 “Come now, and let us reason together,”
Says the Lord,
“Though your sins are like scarlet,
They shall be as white as snow;
Though they are red like crimson,
They shall be as wool.
All creation is mentioned in Romans 1:20,
20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, 
even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse,
God wants salvation of mankind and restoration of all creation through His Son Jesus Christ. Romans 5:17,
17 For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.
SOLUTION: We are atoned through Jesus Christ’s spilt blood and His vicarious death on the cross. Rising again three days after, and by ascending to the Father, Jesus has made a way for us to be saved and for all creation to be redeemed to Himself.  His blood is the only thing that rises to the perfect standard that is the righteousness of God. He is The Door. 
Matthew 4:17 parallels with Mark 1:14-15, Luke 4:14-15, and John 4:43-45. I’ve included this in to show that Christ started His own ministry and brought about many large crowds and fame in every Gospel. Also reading these passages in context shows the result of what happened in response to Jesus’ preaching. 
In Matthew, the result of Jesus’ preaching was that He gathered His first four disciples to Him and went “...healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people”, Matt 4:23. 
Matt 4:25, “Great multitudes followed Him.”
In Mark where Jesus is portrayed to us as Servant and Man, same again, Jesus’ preaching resulted in gathering His first four disciples and casting unclean spirits out of a man and astonishing people with His teaching, Mark 1:22 “...as one having authority, not as the scribes.” Mark 1:27 “Then they were all amazed…” and v28, “...His fame spread throughout all the region of Galilee.”
In Luke, we do not see such an optimistic outcome from His preaching of Repentance. There is no mention of gathering His first four disciples after being tempted by Satan in chapter 4. After He returned to Galilee in Luke 4:14, He was “glorified by all” in v15, it reads in v16, “on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read.” 
Jesus was given the book of Isaiah,
he read Isaiah 61.
Luke 4:18-19, (broken down in phrases to this differently)
1. 18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
2. because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; 
3. he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, 
4. to preach deliverance to the captives, 
5. and recovering of sight to the blind, 
6. to set at liberty them that are bruised, 
7. 19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.
To an inexperienced reader, it seems Jesus was allowed to get to the end of what He wanted to read that day in the synagogue. But where Jesus ended His reading, was not the end of that passage!
Luke 4:20 says, “Then He closed the book”. 
It may be conjecture to say, it seems Jesus stopped reading abruptly? 
We need to read all through to verse 30 to understand how they reacted against Jesus after He proclaimed Himself to be the incarnate Son of God and fulfilment of all their OT prophecies. 
Let’s go back to Isaiah 61.

1“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me,
Because the Lord has anointed Me
To preach good tidings to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,
To proclaim liberty to the captives,
And the opening of the prison to those who are bound;
2a To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, (doesn’t end here)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2b And the day of vengeance of our God;
To comfort all who mourn,
3 To console those who mourn in Zion,
To give them beauty for ashes,
The oil of joy for mourning,
The garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness;
That they may be called trees of righteousness,
The planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified.”
They did not accept Him, and they remained impenitent. Not everyone receives Him and repents.
Compare Luke 4 with Isaiah 61 to see the comparison for yourself. [John 3:16 is the only thing God can say to the world. But for those that remain impenitent, God cannot say anything else ! For they are at enmity with God (James 4:4)! To them “the book” is closed!!! [Everything else God speaks through His Word is only to His own children - those who live a life of repentance]
